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Anime Attracting MHS Students

By: Elise Couillard 
 As senior Lauren Gallimore 
sits down at a library table, she is ready 
to do something extraordinary. She has 
committed to teaching her peers how 
to draw figures. Anime, to be specific. 
Gallimore is an important part of the new 
MHS Anime Club, which had its first 
meeting on December 19th of this year.
      Anime is “Japanese word for 
cartoon and animation. In Japan, “anime” 
refers to any and all animation or cartoon - 
regardless of the genre, style, or nation of 
origin. Outside of Japan the word “anime” 
has come to refer specifically to animation 
of Japanese origins, or animation of a 
particular style (see below). Because of 
this, it is pronounced the Japanese way: 
“a-nee-may,” says Animenewsnetwork.
com, an encyclopedia of the popular 
Japanese cultural phenomenon.
      The Anime club had been 
brewing for weeks before the first official 
meeting. A congregation of sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors came together to plan, 
advertise, and create the club that they had 
been dreaming about for as long as they 
could remember. Most high schools in the 
U.S. have recently developed Japanese 
clubs and Anime clubs as a way for kids 

to celebrate their love for the Japanese 
culture, manga (comics), and most 
importantly, anime. 
      This club’s activities include 
drawing manga, writing fan fiction, 
watching anime, eating Japanese 
snacks, playing video games, reading 
comics, cosplay, and other crafts. The 
subculture of Anime is quickly growing 
and spreading throughout the country. 
Anime conventions are popping up in 
virtually every major city, and now manga 
(Japanese comics) are available in most 
bookstores. It’s something that brings a 
unique culture to new places, making it 
global and exciting. Anime is truly the 
next big cultural impact in the U.S., and 
what is amazing is that it originated in 
a country across the globe, where life is 
very different from America. 
      Come join in on the adventure, 
or just come and hang out and make 
friends! The anime club will meet on 
Tuesdays in the library, and an occasional 
Anime/Video Game night will be held on 
Mondays. It’s a great place where you can 
express your passion for Anime, and learn 
new things about this intriguing culture.

The 2012 Anime Club

High Hopes
By: Mallory Tassone

 A sense of understanding, 
acceptance, accomplishment: that’s what 
a rider feels when sitting atop an animal 
that is ten times her size, with the ability 
to do whatever it wants whenever it wants.
 High Hopes Therapeutic Riding, 
Inc., located in Old Lyme, Connecticut, 
is home to equestrian programs ranging 
from ground learning to carriage driving.   
Most of High Hopes’ participants are 
people with special needs who benefit 
from interaction with horses. Riding and 
ground work helps improve physical and 
mental abilities.  Participants improve 
in strength, balance, and coordination, 
as well as confidence and self-esteem.  
The work with horses is beneficial for 
individuals on the autism spectrum, as it 
meets sensory needs. 
 The programs at High Hopes 
are very successful, averaging 240 
participants per week.  Classes are held 
year round, offering a variety of packages.  
Participants develop experience in basic 
riding skills, exercises, and games, as well 
getting the chance to roam the trails. 
 With a return rate of 99%, High 
Hopes shows its dedication to helping 
the community.  High Hopes also offers 
tremendous support to families, both 
emotionally and financially.  High Hopes 
subsidizes 70% of each rider’s fees, as 
well as offering other scholarships to 
families in need. 
 For many participants, riding and 
bonding with a horse gives them a sense 
of acceptance.  The horses involved in the 
programs are gentle and have a peaceful 
disposition.  They know how to adapt to 
perfectly suit every rider and caretaker’s 
needs.  They are one of the most forgiving 
and patient animals, making them ideal 
for working with special needs. They offer 
participants a warm, welcoming feeling of 
understanding and patience.
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MHS SPORTS
Indians Win Tourney

By: Rachael Orbe

 A first glimpse of a championship 
was the conclusion of the girls’ basketball 
holiday trip. Hoisting the championship 
plaque into the air, with a hand from 
every player attached, was a moment to 
be cherished and a reminder of what is to 
come in the rest of their season.
 The girls’ basketball team 
improved their record to 6-1 by winning 
the Enfield Rotary Holiday Tournament, 
on December 28 and 29. Enfield High 
School, Fermi High School,  Stafford 
High School, and the Indians participated.  
 In the first round of the 
tournament, the Indians faced off against 
the Small division, Bulldogs of Stafford. 
The Indians came scoring the first nine 
points of the game, and forcing Stafford 
to call a time out. The Indians went on to 
defeat the Bulldogs 54-26. 
 The Fermi Falcons appeared to be 
an aggressive, physical, and athletic team, 
which could pose some challenges to the 
Indians. But the Indians came out fast 
and furious. Their dynamic defense held 

the Falcons to only four points in the first 
half. Meghan Autencio forced turn overs 
on every opportunity. The Fermi Falcons 
held the promise of being a physical team, 
causing some aggressive plays and raising 
the tension. With five and a half minutes 
left in the fourth quarter, Fermi had only 
scored 17 points. The Indian’s bench 
came out with enthusiasm and closed out 
the game. The Indians won 49-27.
 The Indians clinched the 
tournament with a four game winning 
streak. The Indians took the tournament 
and carried over the energy into their 
next three games. The Indians defeated 
the Windham Whippets, 44-32, in a ECC 
Medium Division game. They also went 
on to beat the Tourtelotte Tigers, 52-29. 
In the last game of another three game 
stretch, the Indians won against the Lyman 
Memorial Bulldogs, 54-40. The Indians 
are now ranked fifth in the state. After 
defeating the Ledyard Colonels, 43-34, 
and having a tough loss to St. Bernards, 
the Indians are now 16-5.

Coach Wainwright draws up a play.

Indoor Track 2011-2012
By: Rachael Orbe

     The 2011-2012 women’s and men’s 
indoor track seasons are underway and off 
with a bang. The team started practices on 
the week following Thanksgiving break 
under Coach Egan, who is coaching both 
the men and women. Both teams are led 
by a strong group of seniors and with the 
help of some key underclassmen. 
 For the men, the key returning 
athletes are Brandon Johnson (hurdles and 
sprints), Izak Tibbets (sprints), Max Hart 
(sprints), Jesse Joseph (distance), Aaron 
Sheldon (distance), Dan Linkinhoker 
(distance), John Damato, (hurdles and 
pole vault), and Matt Navetta (pole vault). 
 The women also have a strong 
core of returning athletes with Shatajah 
Wattely (sprints), Lauren Hess (jumps), 
Sonja Campbell (shot put), Natalie 
Bowens (sprints and jumps), Abby 
McAdams (distance), and Jen McNamara 
(hurdles).
 “The turnout is already better than 
last year,” says Coach Egan. However, 
the team is always looking for more 
participants, especially freshmen girls to 
complete with the team. “We are more 
experienced this season, we were very 
young last year and at times it showed.” 
This new leadership and experienced 
group will lead the team to a much 
improved season, compared to the last. 
 The team will be competing in 
numerous large invitations against many 
L and LL schools, but is focusing on 
the ECC meet. The team’s primary goal 
this season is to win ECC small/medium 
division, qualify several athletes for the 
State Class meets, and finish top 5 in the 
Class Meets. If these goals are met, you 
can expect great things not only in the 
indoor season, but also in the upcoming 
spring. “What we can accomplish in the 
winter will carry over into our spring 
season.”
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MHS SPORTS

By: Elise Couillard

 Tennis is a great sport that requires 
speed, agility, and strength. To play tennis 
one needs to be ready and willing to 
compete, but also to have fun. The girl’s 
tennis team has improved upon all of these 
qualities with practice and determination, 
but the one thing that holds them back is 
the passing of valuable senior teammates 
each year with graduation. 
      This year, veteran members of the 
tennis team and Coach Ted Lafemena are 

very excited and 
ready to start 

fresh with a 
new team 
this year, 
built on the 
foundations 
of last year 

but with the 

Girls Tennis Team Prepares to Win!
exciting additions of new athletes. The 
team plans to organize itself by focusing 
on strengths and developing skills that are 
weak to become ready for the fantastic 
spring season that is in store for them. 
      The tennis team competes on two 
levels: JV and Varsity. The Junior Varsity 
level mostly plays doubles tennis so that the 
new team members can support each other 
while in the game. For Varsity however, 
there are distinct placements for the teams 
most skilled and dedicated members. The 
Singles and Doubles positions are laid out 
as follows: first singles, second singles, 
third singles, fourth singles, first doubles, 
second doubles, and third doubles. This 
leaves ten spots to fill for the girls’ team, 
not including JV members (of which there 
are eight spaces) who sometimes fill in 
for the Varsity members in tennis matches 

against other schools. 
      Tennis is a sport that is personal 
and creative. Each athlete has her own 
style, her own strengths and weaknesses. 
It’s a great way to be a part of a team, 
and yet be individual and independent.     
Practice is held four days a week during 
the spring season, and usually one to two 
days are devoted to matches. Conditioning 
and stretching are also an important aspect 
of the sport, due to the physical assets 
demanded of any athlete so practice can 
be tough, especially in the beginning.
    The team hopes to use any warm 
days this winter before practice to come 
together and begin training. Make sure to 
come to the courts after school when you 
hear about an informal tennis practice!  
Talk to any of the athletes, or Coach 
Lafemena for more information.

By: Nick Iacconiello

 Montville high school has a lot 
of clubs, but none as fun as the ski club.  
The club is run by Mr. Marelli  and has 
6 trips that last for three days.  The next 
trip is the Reggae Weekend trip at Sugar 
Loaf Mountain in Maine and in opinion of 
many, it’s the best one. 
 One of the most anticipated trips 
of the year, though, is the long awaited 
Colorado Mountain trip. Although the 
trips might seem expensive (averaging 
between 100 to 200 dollars a trip,) they 
are well worth the cost; the weekends are 
non- stop entertainment with everything 
from zip lining to relaxing in hot tubs to 
live bands. 
  Another thing that usually catches 
the attention of students for this club is 
that it takes you out of school early to 
go up to the mountain.   But then again, 

Ski Club: The Adventure Begins
some of us just like to be able to wear silly 
winter hats without looking insane.
  One of the best things about the 
ski club is the community the skier or 
snowboarder gets to be a part of. This 
community consists of just a bunch of 
people who are on the mountain for the 
exact same reason as you are-- to chill 
out and have fun. That’s what people like 
most about Ski Club, they get to have fun 
and be with nothing friendly, fun-loving 
people. 
 The club is what many students 
look forward to all year.  Around this 
time of year all the Ski Club members 
are getting excited because they all know 
they only have a little longer to wait-- the 
Ski Club’s trip to Canon Mountain is in 
February.
  It’s probably safe to say that the 

Ski Club is one of the best or at least the 
most event filled club Montville High 
School has to offer. There’s only one down 
side to the club:  there are only a few spots 
left so stop what you are doing and high 
tail it down to Mr. Marelli’s room and sign 
up.  The mountain is calling your name.
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Footloose  Comes to MHS

By: Neil Schneeberg

 “Be true to yourself,” is what 
Ms. Walsh, director of the drama 
production says is the message of the 
musical Footloose. In stark contrast to the 
Elizabethan era setting of the last play, 
12th Night, Footloose takes place in a 
more modern setting: the 1980s, in a small 
town that has outlawed dancing. There 
are approximately 15 musical numbers 
in the play; the songs act complementary 
to the dialogue, enriching the experience 
and supporting the storyline, “The 
songs support the words.” The play was 
chosen for a variety of reasons including 
production cost, the simplicity of the 
setting, and the fact that this musical is 
aimed more to high school students than 
the last musical: Guys & Dolls.
     Contrary to her initial assumption, 
Ms. Walsh discovered Footloose is 
centered more on the vocals than the 
dance numbers; “Dancing is secondary,” 

but still an important aspect to the play. 
Megan Rotkowitz, along with a hired 
choreographer, will be choreographing 
the dance numbers.
      Ms. Walsh’s hope is that 
eventually the drama production will 
be entirely student run because “That’s 
where there’s growth: as artists and as 
individuals.” Having the production be 
entirely student run would also free up a 
significant portion of the budget, which 
would allow the cast to go on a trip to see 
a Broadway show, something they didn’t 
have the funds to do last year.
 “A play is only as strong as its 
members,” explains Ms. Walsh, and the 
cast this year is “really, really, special.” 
Everyone is contributing to making the 
musical become self-sufficient. The 
musical will be performed on the 22nd, 
23rd, and 24th of March. 

Holiday Dinner
By:  Jessica Fortenberry

 Once every year, the Music 
booster organization puts together a 
holiday dinner held a couple of weeks 
before Christmas to raise money for the 
music classes here at Montville High. The 
music booster organization is a counsel 
designed by the parents of Montville 
High’s musicians. The concert band, jazz 
band, and the concert choirs pitch in and 
do a few songs so there are performances 
all throughout the night. 
 The Booster has many companies, 
local businesses, and parents that donate 
and cook food and donate to the funds, 
benefitting the music program. 
 “Supporting our children in music 
is the aim of the Montville High School 
Music boosters,” said one parent. You not 
only receive a delicious meal, but a night 
of entertainment. On Saturday, December 
10, the Music Boosters hosted the 2011 
dinner. It was a very successful event, 
compared to previous years, because 
the dinner was more publicized. A total 
of about 282 people attended and were 
served. The program received significant 
funds. 
 This year’s fundraiser had a fun 
twist. Karaoke, led by Mr. Cushing and 
Mr. Sindorf, was opened to the guests 
and had countless performers.  The dinner 
was an important aspect of the program, 
where musicians, their parents, and the 
community all came together for some 
fun this holiday season. It was a great way 
to support the MHS Music Boosters. By 
raising money from this holiday event, 
the music club can now use the money 
towards their general fund. Within the 
fund the musicians can now benefit 
towards activities they may need for the 
music scholarship program or to rent 
equipment needed for competitions.
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Cleora Ohar

     Being the top dog in class rank 
has its rewards, but also its penalties. For 
those who are competitive, standing in 
the top five percent is not only a goal, but 
also an expectation. Most conscientious 
students have toiled away since elementary 
school working towards this goal., For the 
perfectionist, anything less than an A+ is 
unacceptable.
 Every year at Montville High 
School, students, whether they realize 
it or not, are ranked. This rank depends 
on the grade point average (GPA).  For 
some MHS students, this number can feel 
like the make it or break it point in their 
academic careers because, often these 
students  feel obligated to rise to the top
 Some of the many things a student 
does to rise to be in the top 5% are stay 
after with a teacher or stay up into the wee 

Fight to the Top
hours of the night studying or having long 
homework sessions. Students who strive 
to be the best will do whatever it takes to 
make it to the top. They are serious about 
their grades. 
 Elise Coulliard, a Montville High 
School senior, states, “I think that class 
rankings are something that students 
stress out about, some more than others. 
What is really important, however, is that 
each student tries their hardest.”
 Students who are determined will 
do what it takes to reach the top. This 
may mean that they may not always go to 
the movies with friends or hang out after 
school. These are some sacrifices high 
achieving students might face in order for 
them to make it to the top. However, it’s 
not impossible to go see movies or hang 
out with friends and still be at the top of the 

class rank. It’s not the easiest schedule to 
balance, though. High achieving students 
know what their priorities are. 
 Whether students study a great 
deal or go beyond the requirements that 
teachers set for them, some students  have 
one thing in mind-- to make it to the top of 
the class rank. 

By: Rachael Scovish

 Gorilla Music will be hosting 
a battle of the bands competition in 
Hartford at the Webster Theater in the 
Webster Underground Rock and Roll 
Club downstairs.  New bands cropping 
up around the area of southeastern 
Connecticut will be competing in the 
challenge, the grand prize being $500.00 
cold hard cash and 20 hours of studio time 
courtesy of the Gorilla Music booking 
and production company. The event takes 
place on February 4th, 2012. 
 The bands who will be competing 
stretch across the musical spectrum, from 
experimental punk to reggae and black 
metal, as well as a few indie bands, though 
the indie genre has a diverse range within 
itself. With such diversity in the battle 
of the bands, the Webster Underground 
promises an enjoyable experience for 

“The Beat”
everyone attending.
 Montville’s own Cellar Addict 
will be battling it out for first prize amongst 
the other musicians. The alternative indie 
punk rock band has been strumming 
their fingers to the bone and singing until 
their vocal cords go raw to try and bring 
the best of what they can create, with at 
least four new and original songs added 
to their repertoire and a cover song sure 
to get everyone rocking and rolling on the 
dance-floor.
 Just a few of the other bands 
participating include the indie band Angry 
Bears, as well as the reggae ensemble 
Balcony. The great diversity in the bands 
playing ensures a radical time for all who 
attend. There will be a dance floor, some 
come on and get your groove on. The 
audience will be selecting the winner by 

determining which band has the greatest 
crowd participation.  Screaming counts—
in fact, screaming may just give a band 
the lead they need in the cut-throat world 
of the music industry.
Get ready for awesome music stellar stage 
antics and tons of crowd participation at 
the Webster Underground Battle of the 
Bands. 
 Tickets for the event are $8 in 
advance and $10 at the door. See Rachael 
Scovish  come down to help choose the 
winner of the 20 hours of studio time and 
$500 grand prize.  



Page 6 The ChiefTain

OPINION
Open your Eyes

By: Jess Fortenberry
 In today’s failing economy 
homelessness is something seen on every 
street-corner of the big cities, but don’t 
be fooled, there are homeless people in 
every town. Being without a home is an 
embarrassment for these less fortunate 
people, they hide and sneak around in 
any way to get by throughout the day. As 
children who have received presents and 
had feasts over the holidays, we often 
forget those who are less fortunate.
  “Approximately 3.5 million 
people, 1.35 million of them children, 
are likely to experience homelessness in 
a given year,” (National Law Center on 
Homelessness, 2007). “Out of these 3.5 
million people, about 40-45% of them have 
a mental illness and 40% are substance 
abusers” states nationalhomeless.org. 
Not only is there homelessness from 
mental illness, substance abuse, and 
unemployment, but the recession is 

another factor affecting homelessness. 
“The recession will force 1.5 million 
more people into homelessness over the 
next two years,” according to estimates 
by the National Alliance of the Homeless. 
It appears that there are more people 
sleeping in their cars, pitching tents, and 
living in homeless shelters.   
   Some people are self-centered 
and don’t think about the people on the 
streets, or the type of living millions of 
people are experiencing each and every 
night. According to www.ncvo-vol.org, 
“There are 170,905 charities in America 
to help these less fortunate people out,” 
just a piece of clothing, or toiletries, or 
even a warm blanket to help throughout 
the night is helpful for these transients. 
 People need to open their eyes to 
realize that there are people on the streets 
every night while they are fortunately 
snug in a warm, comfortable bed.

Sharing with a homeless person.

College Scandals
By: Joey Weekly

 Ohio State, Syracuse, Missouri, 
and Penn State: all colleges affected by 
coaches and student athletes getting into 
major legal trouble. Missouri’s head 
football coach got caught on DUI and faced 
a fine along with a one game suspension. 
In Ohio States case five players reportedly 
sold their own memorabilia in order to 
pay for their tattoos. Those five players, 
along with their coach, faced a more stiff 
punishment, a five game suspension that 
turned into six games, their star wide 
receiver suspended for ten games, and 
the firing of legendary head coach Jim 
Tressel. 
 The Penn State case is currently 
the most famous and the most disturbing 
of these five recent scandals. Former 
defensive coordinator of the football 
team, Jerry Sandusky, is accused of 
sexually abusing over twenty boys from 
1994 through 2002. Sandusky was retired 
from the Penn State coaching staff in 
1999, but retained an office in the athletic 
complex and keys to the locker rooms and 
showers, which is where most the alleged 
abuse took place. 
 In the case of Syracuse, former 
assistant head basketball coach Bernie 
Fine has been accused of sexually abusing 
the team’s ball boys from the 1980s 
through the 1990s. Just recently a third 
accuser came forward and accused Fine 
of sexually abusing him when he was a 
ball boy for Syracuse. 
 To add to all of this, a drum 
major a Colleges and universities should 
be places where parents can send their 
children and trust that they are in a safe 
environment; instead they have become 
controlled by athletic supervisors who 
break the rules because they think they 
are untouchable. What’s even worse is the 
administrators are completely unaware 
that these things happen right under their 
very nose on their own college campus.
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OPINION

By:Rachael Scovish 

 Congress has the innate ability to 
disguise bills as seemingly harmless, but in 
fact, might be violating our constitutional 
rights. 
 SOPA (Stop Online Piracy 
Act)  has been presented to the House of 
Representatives as a means of protecting 
movie studios and recording artists from 
having their work shared and copied 
on the internet. But isn’t that what the 
internet was created for, the distribution 
of information? 
 The creators of the music and 
movies we enjoy every day seem to find 
it unfair that their ideas and songs have 
been being exchanged without payment to 
them via the World Wide Web. And in this 
tough modern economy, who could blame 
them for being so distraught by the news 
that their livelihood is in jeopardy? 

Will Congress Rob us of our Freedom?

 The fact of the matter, though, is 
that the movie industry hasn’t sustained 
any major blows to their fiscal gain since 
the economic depression we’ve been 
enduring for the past half-decade or so 
began. In fact, it seems as if everyone is 
going to the movies, with ticket sales this 
year up 17.5% to $1.7 billion, according to 
Media by Numbers, a box-office tracking 
company. In an attempt to relieve stress, 
a study taken by Frolab.com on what 
Americans are doing in their spare time 
to take the edge off, “listening to music” 
takes first place with an engulfing 52% 
of the vote, although, the music industry 
has taken a substantial shock. Since 1999, 
they’ve lost half of their profit margin, 
going from $14.6 billion, now down to 
$6.3 billion in music sales according to 
the Forrester Research Forecast’s chart 

regarding the music industry’s monetary 
slope consistent with the Recording 
Industry Association of America’s profit 
records. 
 The chairman of Google found 
it necessary to weigh in on the situation 
as well, seeing as the authorization of 
this bill could genuinely threaten his 
business, as well as violate certain rights. 
“The solutions are draconian,” Schmidt 
said during an appearance at the MIT 
Sloan School of Management. “There’s 
a bill that would require (Internet service 
providers) to remove URLs from the 
Web... By criminalizing links, what these 
bills do is they force you to take content 
off the Internet,” Schmidt said, calling it a 
form of censorship.

By: Neil Schneeberg

 For every action there is an equal 
and opposite reaction. With materialism, 
the  desire to acquire things, comes modern 
religion, which preaches the importance 
of the spiritual. In reality, though, 
materialism is too a religion, and 
all actions and reactions can only 
be within the same paradigm, the 
same framework of thought. 
 With the rise of 
capitalist globalization, the reaction was 
Communism.  Communism and Capitalism 
remain within the same structure of 
thought-- the thought of the State, and the 
thought network of slavery.  Communism 
is capitalism: both are bondage, both 
are debt. If I work in a factory then I am 
owned, my ability to labor is in theory in 
possession of another. It does not make a 
difference to me whether I am employed 

Soviet Capitalism

by a private enterprise or the State for in 
both of them my time and abilities are 
claimed by someone else. Both pursue the 
myth of property; the idea that a person 
has a “right” to material objects either 

through the act of trade or just for being 
Human. Possession of an object is the 
only real pre-requisite for possession of it, 
in other words; if you have the ability to 
use and defend something then what else 
would you call it but your own? Merely 
switching the individual exploiter for the 
collective exploiter of the State does not 
end exploiting, it furthers it! There cannot 
be freedom in a society where there is 

coerced work.
 The philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche called these reactions “re-
sentiment.” The slave looks up at the 
master and sees what he values as good 

and so labels it evil. The slave 
does not look inward for her 
values but derives them purely 
from reaction to her oppressors. 
He does not rebel because his 

own values are violated, but because he 
has accepted his master’s moral paradigm 
as his own and as such is only capable of 
accusations of hypocrisy, only capable of 
“re-sentiment”: the re-direction of values 
instead of the creation of one’s own. This 
can only alter the roles of master and 
slave, the slave not seeking to end slavery, 
but make all a slave. This is the tragedy of 
both religion and Communism.

The slave looks up at the master and sees what he 
values as good and so labels it evil. 
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WORLD NEWS
Miliary Betrayal

By: Neil Schneeberg

        Egypt was ecstatic; the 30-year 
dictator Mubarak was ousted by a populist 
uprising. Watching the people of Tahrir 
Square on the day he left it could have 
been New York City on New Year’s Eve. 
Both are celebrating a new beginning, but 
for the Egyptians, it was their hard work 
and outrage at injustice that brought the 
jubilant atmosphere. Weeks of street 
fighting with police were fbrought to an 
end and peace would finally find its place 
in the land of the Nile. Or so everyone 
thought.
      When the military first arrived in 
Cairo, Egypt’s capital, they were greeted 
with open arms by many of the protestors, 
who in large part admired and respected 
the military. When the military refused to 
fire on civilians during the climax of the 
clash between the Mubarak regime and 
protestors this admiration was reinforced. 
When the Mubarak regime stepped down 
the military was put in charge of the 
transitional government and was expected 
to ease the transition into democracy. 

      Elections were held in Egypt and a new 
Parliament is still in the process of being 
elected, but the military continues to 
practice the policies of the former regime. 
Egyptians are now finding themselves 
back on the streets, fighting the same fight 
they fought almost a year before. 
     Women are also taking a prominent 
role in recent protests; several thousand of 
them marching in Cairo against the beating 
and stripping of women by soldiers and 
police. It was the largest women’s protest 
organized in Egypt in recent history. 
According to the New York Times “…at 
least 14 people are dead and many more 
[were] injured” in the latest fighting. At 
least 80 protestors have died over the last 3 
months from assaults by the government. 
According to General Adel Amera of the 
ruling military council, protestors are 
provoking soldiers into clashes in a plot 
to “destroy the state.” The General states 
that excessive freedom “leads to chaos 
and the fall of the [government] instead of 
the…regime.”

Egyptians fill the streets after deposing Mubarak.

Out of Iraq, Into 
Afghanistan
By: Joey Weekly

         The war in Iraq is over. American 
soldiers lowered their flag of command 
in Baghdad on Thursday, December 15, 
2011. The lowering of their flag means 
that the war in Iraq is officially over and 
thousands of American soldiers will return 
home to their families. American soldiers 
will return home, but not for long before 
they are shipped right over to Afghanistan 
where the American army is headed.
The war is over, despite the still unstable 
Iraqi government, the Muslim distrust of 
American power, and a country still ridden 
with crime and violence at almost every 
turn. However, at the Bonn conference 
in Germany a week before the American 
Military pulled out of Iraq, Hillary Clinton 
represented the American government 
telling leaders around the world that the 
U.S is going to support Afghanistan in 
their fight against the Taliban Militia 
through 2014.
 This move by the American 
government will only add fuel to the 
fire that is the controversy of the war in 
Iraq, and most likely Iraqi government 
will fall into complete chaos.  Iraq has 
been massacred ever since the American 
army invaded their country, with an 
approximated 150,000 people dead 
through October of 2005, four out of five 
of those killed being civilians. CNN.com 
describes the country of Iraq as “awash in 
trash.”
 Now America is turning most 
of their focus towards Afghanistan, a 
country with a future even more bleak 
than that of Iraq. The Taliban militia is 
rumored to have plans of making a return 
to Afghanistan, which will only contribute 
to a terrorism and crime ridden country. 
Now one is left to ask, who can save these 
people from their wretched futures of 
death, poverty, starvation, fear, constant 
warfare, and violence?
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By: Neil Schneeberg

 The first studies of the birth of 
modern policing assumed that the modern 
force was created as a result of rising 
crime; that the rise of police directly 
correlated with the rise of disorder. 
History, however, tells a different tale. 
      The modern police force in Boston 
was created in 1838, but through the 
beginning of the 19th century crime was 
on the decline and the city only reported 
a single murder from 1822 to 1834. 
Riots erupted in London in 1780 but the 
Metropolitan police were not created until 
49 years later. The police were created 
in times of rising order, because in times 
of decreasing crime, standards of order 
rise and laws will reflect this. The police 
did not serve to prevent crime, but rather 
enforce the punishment of victimless 
crimes like public drunkenness, loitering, 

The Modern Police Force
or disorderly conduct. Sidney Harring 
notes in Policing a Class Society that “The 
criminologist’s definition of ‘public order 
crimes’ comes perilously close to the 
historian’s description of ‘working-class 
leisure-time activity.’” Arrests depended 
more on the judgment of an individual 
officer than complaints from the citizenry. 
People expected the police to bring an 
increase in order but for them to do so 
would require them to shift focus from 
crimes to potential crimes and criminals to 
potential criminals. This style of policing 
is inherently discriminatory, it led to the 
modern police tactic of planting agent 
provocateurs among people suspected 
of committing future crimes. Kristian 
Williams in the essay The Demand for 
Order and the Birth of Modern Policing 
writes: “…the greatest portion of the 

actual business of law enforcement did not 
concern the protection of life and property, 
but the controlling of poor people, their 
habits and their manners.” Modern police 
came about at roughly the same time as 
the industrialization and urbanization 
of America. Industrial society produced 
new opportunities for social control, the 
police being one piece of the growing 
bureaucratization of the U.S.A. and most 
other nations at the time. “The police 
provided a mechanism by which the 
power of the state, and eventually that 
of the emerging ruling class, could be 
brought to bear on the lives and habits of 
individual members of society.”

By: Joey Weekly

 Jakadrien Turner ran away from 
her home in fall of 2010, when she was 
fourteen years old. According to CNN.
com, she went under the name Tika 
Cortez and found herself in Houston 
Texas working at a music club. By the 
time Jakadrien’s family had tracked her 
to Houston, she had already gotten out of 
the country. She was found in Columbia, 
partying, smoking marijuana, and is 
reportedly pregnant. The U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agency says 
that Turner was arrested in Houston for 
theft, and told authorities that she was an 
adult from Columbia with the name Tika 
Cortez. Despite the fact that she was just 
fifteen years old, a registered American 
citizen, and had absolutely no knowledge 
of Spanish, authorities said they took her 
word for it because she “maintained her 

American Teen Deported, Returns Pregnant
false identity the whole time”
 Turner’s family is perplexed 
and angered as to why their fifteen year 
old daughter was deported to Columbia, 
and the family’s attorney says that 
“somewhere the ball was dropped”. The 
family’s attorney, Ray Jackson, also said 
that the family believes Jakadrien’s rights 
were violated when authorities allowed 
her to be deported, and that lawsuits 
against the agencies involved in the case 
are already in place. Jackson also says that 
he does not think Jakadrien was trying to 
lie her way out of the country by creating a 
false identity. “You know, kids are scared 
when they get around authorities. … To 
think that you could bamboozle them to 
create a new identity, it just doesn’t make 
sense” Jackson said. Also, according to 
Jackson, Turner’s fingerprints were taken 

and authorities failed to match them to the 
name she had given them.
 U.S. immigration and customs 
enforcement agency says that “At no 
time during these criminal proceedings 
was her identity determined to be false.”. 
They say their criminal database searches 
and biometric verification revealed no 
evidence to invalidate her claims.
 Columbia’s foreign ministry 
is in fact investigating what prompted 
their consulate in Texas to give Turner 
the passport that sent her to Columbia 
in the first place, and as to how she got 
work authorization for training at a call 
center which was part of the Columbian 
governments “Welcome home program.” 
Attorneys made a claim that she had 
inexact information to help get her 
deported.
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Rachel’s Challenge Update
By: Mallory Tassone

     The weeks following Rachel’s 
Challenge have shown the dedication 
from both teachers and students to make 
Montville High a more positive place to 
be.  From kindness tickets to inspirational 
quotes on the morning announcements, 
MHS is showing the will to be better.
            Rachel’s Challenge left a major 
impact on students and teachers; one 
that won’t soon be forgotten.  Together, 
students and teachers have been stepping 
up to try to continue to maintain a positive 
school environment. 
 When students arrive at school in 
the morning, teachers are waiting at the 
doors to greet them.  For some students, 
it’s exactly what they need to brighten up 
their day.  A smiling face and a warm hello 
is an easy way to make someone feel like 
they’re worth it; which is exactly what 
Rachel’s Challenge is all about.  Along 
with the morning greetings, students had 
the chance to fill out a kindness ticket, 
saying five things that they were going 
to do that week to be kind and stay 
positive.  The ticket helped students to see 
the impact they could have on someone 
by doing simple things, like smiling and 
saying hello in the hallway. You never 

know, it may turn someone’s day around.  
In addition, the morning announcements 
have been host to inspirational quotes that 
help both students and teachers to open 
their minds and see the world in a new 
light. 
 With the help from Rachel’s 
Challenge, Montville High is well on 
its way to becoming a positive school 
environment for students, teachers, and 
administration.  The program is helping 
the school to see that a little compassion 
can go a long way.  It only takes a few 
people to make a big difference.  The 
F.O.R. Club, which was formed during the 
Rachel’s Challenge training, successfully 
held its second meeting on January 5th and 
has since held at least two more.  These 
students are planning many activities and 
other initiatives including a Welcoming 
Committee for new students.
 Over the course of the rest of 
the year the school hopes to continue to 
improve and hold programs to get the 
students and the Montville community 
involved. By the end of the year, even 
more programs will be in place to improve 
the school and hopefully will carry over 
into the next school year.  

Foreign Exchange
By: Cleora Ohar

 Robin Rudolph is an exchange 
student from Frankfurt, Germany. He is 
experiencing first-hand what an American 
high school is like. He gave his insights 
on the differences between German and 
American schools.
 Robin has been going to Montville 
High School since the end of August. He is 
attending MHS until the end of the school 
year. This is Robin’s first time doing the 
exchange program. His motivation for 
participating in the exchange program is 
to improve his English and he hopes it 
might also provide more job opportunities. 
German students go to school for twelve 
years like American students. In Germany, 
Robin has different classes every day. He 
has days A through E.  American students 
have an eight-week summer vacation, 
while German students have a six-week 
summer vacation. But these differences 
are hardly worth noting.
          According to Robin, some German 
teachers are more serious about the class, 
while other teachers are more laid back, 
like in America. German students have to 
choose classes from a list. For example, 
students can choose physics for science. 
German students need to take English as a 
second language. The amount of English 
students take depends on how important 
it is to them. Students who don’t want to 
continue with English might only take 
it for one year, while another might stay 
with it throughout his years at school. 
Robin started English in his fifth year of 
school.
 German students also have to 
choose another language.  Robin chose 
to take Spanish. He’s been taking it for a 
few years now. Just as American students 
learn about World and American History,  
German students learn European and 
German history. 

 On February 9, MHS hosted its annual Poetry Out 
Loud competition at 6:00PM in the library. Helena Sun, a 
freshman, won the competition. She recited Chicago by Carl 
Sandburg.  Dan Linkinhoker took second, an alternative for 
the state competition, with every single day by John Straley. 
Others who placed were Jen McNamara, Adrienne Foret, and 
Samantha Iler. Helena Sun will go on to compete in the State 
Finals on March 21 where she will be expected to have three 
poems prepared for recitation.

Poetry Out Loud
By: Rachel Orbe
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By:Ayla Presby

 In room 412 there’s a different 
type of learning that develops outside of the 
ordinary basic studies offered at Montville. 
Teaching Learning Collaborative is an 
opportunity for students at Montville to 
interact with special education students 
and gives special education students the 
opportunity to be involved in regular 
education classes. Collaborative learning 
gives students a new experience to 
develop everyday skills while creating a 
new friendship. In collaborative students 
are able to create step by step tasks for 
their partners to fulfill. This gives students 
the opportunity to develop social skills 
with people who are not usually in their 
surrounding and the experience of hands 
on house hold tasks. 
 Mrs. Collin, the collaborative 
teacher, has developed a curriculum of 

A Developing Friendship
a variety of courses. Students are given 
the opportunity with the help of their 
collaborative partner to fill out their own 
state Ids and are shown the precautions 
about how to follow first aid and what to 
do if they have gotten injured. They have 
a first aid kit in the classroom and have 
guidelines to follow with it. They are given 
lessons on basic kitchen appliances and 
how they are used and what the buttons 
mean. Students are shown how to do their 
own laundry and what all the settings 
on the washer and dryer mean. These 
tasks may seem simple, but guaranteed, 
most high school students still have their 
mom do their laundry. Mrs. Collin also 
developed an assignment where each 
Montville student is to create a recipe 
using pictures that describe a step by step 
format to be easily followed when they go 

to cook. At the end of the year Mrs. Collin 
creates a cook book using each student’s 
individual recipe they created and gives 
one book to each special education student 
to use at home. 
 The bonds between the students 
gets stronger as they complete each 
assignment and the social skills develop 
further as the days go by. Senior Joel 
Drew Barker says, “It makes me feel 
good to know that what I’m sharing with 
the students in class can be used to benefit 
them in their everyday life.” If you have 
a desire to help others and to work in 
the field of special education then this 
class is a great opportunity to brighten 
your educational horizon. It’s a job that 
one must have passion and patience for, 
but the experience gained is the biggest 
reward.

By: Tenzin Khando

 After-school programs, whether 
formally planned, or simply students 
staying after school for extra help, are 
extremely valuable for improving student 
academics and even social and behavioral 
outcomes.
 For a student who may 
need extra help with his or her 
homework staying after school 
to work on it with a teacher 
is necessary. Sometimes, this 
is the key to passing a test, or writing a 
successful paper.  Staying after school 
to work with a teacher can mean the 
difference between passing or failing. 
More and more MHS students come from 
other countries, and while many of them 
speak English fairly well, they still have 
lots of struggles with their schoolwork 
because reading and writing English is 

The Value of Staying After School
very difficult. They get a lot of support 
from teachers in both the ELL room and 
the regular classroom after school.
 After school programs also 
include activities and sports.  MHS offers 
many kinds of activities and students 

can join as many clubs as they want. 
All freshmen are encouraged look at the 
offerings of activities when they first 
arrive at the high school.  Students who 
are involved in extracurricular activities 
often do better academically and have an 
easier time making friends.  This makes 
for a better high school experience overall.  
Every year administrators and counselors 

meet with classes to remind students 
to get involved. Colleges take student 
involvement into consideration as well.  A 
well-rounded student—one who succeeds 
academically and is also involved—is the 
best candidate for admission.

 Students sometimes 
think that staying after school 
is not useful; it takes effort to 
stay.  But this effort is almost 
always recognized by teachers. 

If a job is the problem, most employers 
understand that school and grades come 
first.  Students need to learn to speak up 
and advocate for themselves.  And while 
some activities like drama and athletics 
do take up a lot of time, almost everyone 
who has been involved agrees, that in the 
end, the time, commitment and dedication 
it takes is well worth it.

Students sometimes think that staying after school is not 
useful; it takes effort to stay. 
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By: Cleora Ohar

 The traditional treatment for 
cancer consists of rigorous chemotherapy 
and or radiation, both known to weaken 
the immune system.  A revolutionary new 
treatment is about to change all this and is 
taking medicine to a whole new level.
  In the past, patients used to have 
to do chemotherapy, radiation, 
surgery, and or transplants. 
These invasive courses of 
action are often referred to as 
“slash, poison, and burn.” The 
new potential treatment, Herceptin, uses 
people’s own immune system and is given 
as a vaccine.  It may take some time, 
however, before this is widely available. 
New treatments have to be safe enough to 
treat people and undergo many years of 
testing before they can be approved by the 
FDA. 

A Cure on the Way
  Herceptin uses the power of 
the immune system to fight off tumors 
in breast cancer. Herceptin trains the 
body to recognize the distinct shape of 
the MU1 gene, which is a protein found 
in cancerous cells. The vaccine “trains’ 
the immune system to recognize the 

rogue sugar and turn its arsenal against 
the cancer.” According to Natasha 
Courtenay-Smith (Dailmail), “In tests, it 
shrunk breast tumors by 80 per cent, and 
researchers believe it could also tackle 
prostate, pancreatic, bowel and ovarian 
cancers.” Herceptin works best if patients 
can catch their cancerous tumors early. 

 Doctors and scientists alike are 
trying to get away from the harsh effects 
of chemotherapy and radiation. These 
treatments do more harm than good in 
some cases. Chemotherapy and radiation 
kill not only the cancer cells but also the 
good cells. It mimics antibiotics in this 

way. There are not enough 
healthy cells to make people 
recover faster. This, in turn, 
slows down the recovery 
process of cancer patients. 

Chemotherapy and radiation also drain 
energy out of cancer patients. Herceptin 
wouldn’t have this kind of effect. It’s 
similar to getting the flu vaccine. There 
are still some kinks that have to be worked 
out with this vaccine before it can be 
administered to patients, but it makes the 
future of cancer research look brighter.

By: Nina DiCocco

 Around the halls of MHS there 
have been post-it notes on walls and 
lockers saying things like “be happy” and 
other positive remarks. There have also, 
unfortunately, been several teen suicides 
in the area within the past year. The 
notes on the walls are not a coincidence, 
students are clearly trying to get through 
to other students and encourage positivity.
  The fact that someone so young 
can feel so helpless is terrible. Teens don’t 
realize that there’s a lot more to life than 
high school drama. They still have their 
whole lives ahead of them. Just because 
something bad happens in someone’s life 
doesn’t mean that they should be sad and 
depressed over it because there is always 
something good coming around the corner. 
Teens need to think more positively and 
look on the bright side of things rather 

Be Careful What you Say
than being upset and thinking about all the 
negative things in their lives. 
 Usually when you hear about a 
teen committing suicide the first question 
that pops into your head is “why?” Many 
people ask this because most of the time 
the teen that commits suicide is someone 
that you never would have expected, the 
one that looks happy all the time and 
always smiling. For example if someone 
was being bullied they probably 
wouldn’t tell anyone and would 
keep it to themselves because 
they are too embarrassed for 
people to know, so of course 
they would fake a smile and act 
like nothing is wrong. 
 Many teens mess around 
and say funny jokes to friends 
and don’t think about how it 

affects the person. This is not to say that a 
joke can make someone commit suicide, 
but what if that person already had things 
going on at home that nobody knows 
about?  The “funny” joke adds to the weight 
on their shoulders and 
pushes them to their 
limit. 

Herceptin works best if patients can catch their cancerous 
tumors early.  This ensures the best recovery.


